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Why In News: Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, a practical field trial of Drone Spraying of Nano Liquid 
Urea was conducted in Bhavnagar, Gujarat.  

The trial was attended by a large number of farmers.  
 
This demonstration of spraying liquid nano urea by drone 
was undertaken by IFFCO, a company involved in 
developing nano urea. 
 
India has become the first country in the world to start 
commercial production of Nano Urea.  

It started production in June and till now we have produced more than 5 million bottles of 
Nano Urea.  
 
This will save the time of the farmers. The cost of spraying will be less. 



Nano Urea Liquid: Recently, the Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited 
(IFFCO) introduced the world's first Nano Urea Liquid for farmers across the world. 
 
It is a nutrient (liquid) to provide nitrogen to plants as an alternative to the conventional urea. 
 
It is developed to replace conventional urea and it can curtail the requirement of the same by 
at least 50%. 
 
It contains 40,000 mg/L of nitrogen in a 500 ml bottle which is equivalent to the impact of 
nitrogen nutrient provided by one bag of conventional urea. 
 
Conventional urea is effective 30-40% in delivering nitrogen to plants, while the effectiveness of 
the Nano Urea Liquid is over 80%. 
 
It has been indigenously developed at Nano Biotechnology Research Centre, Kalol, Gujrat in 
line with Atmanirbhar Bharat and Atmanirbhar Krishi. 



Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO): It is one of India's biggest cooperative 
societies which is wholly owned by Indian Cooperatives. 
 
Founded in 1967 with just 57 cooperatives, it is an amalgamation of over 36,000 Indian 
Cooperatives with diversified business interests ranging from General Insurance to Rural 
Telecom apart from its core business of manufacturing and selling fertilisers. 
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Why In News- In a move to curb and abate the air pollution levels arising from the Construction 
and Demolition activities in the National Capital Region , the Commission for Air Quality and 
Management will periodically review compliance of dust mitigation measures at Construction & 
Demolition sites in the National Capital Region.  

Directions have been issued by CAQM to the State 
Governments of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan. 
 
As per the directions of CAQM, all the projects (on plot 
area equal to or greater than 500 square meters) of 
construction and demolition under the territorial 
jurisdiction of Urban Local Bodies in the NCR have to 
mandatorily register at the web portal. 

Further, the project proponents are required to install reliable and low-cost PM2.5 and PM10 
sensors at the C&D project sites. It is mandatory for the proponents to install reliable and 
economical PM2.5 and PM10 sensors at the project sites and link them to a platform with Live 
Dashboard accessibility for CPCB. 



About the Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM): The Commission was first formed 
by an ordinance in October 2020. 
 
The erstwhile Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority, or EPCA had been 
dissolved to make way for the Commission. 
 
The Commission will be a statutory authority. 
 
Composition: Chairperson: To be chaired by a government official of the rank of Secretary or 
Chief Secretary. (1st Chairman MM Kutty) 
 
The chairperson will hold the post for 3 years or until s/he attains the age of 70 years. 
 
It have members from several Ministries as well as representatives from the stakeholder States. 
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Why In News: Shri Piyush Goyal welcomes the world to participate in India’s Golden Growth 
Story.  

The Minister was inaugurating the India Pavilion at Expo 2020 
Dubai, which will showcase India’s vibrant culture, along with the 
diverse partnership opportunities that the country is capable of 
offering.  
 
India has already embarked upon, leaving behind the impact of 
Corona- GDP growth in the 1st quarter of FY22 at a record 20.1% 
against the contraction of 24.4% in the same quarter of FY21. 

We are on the way to reaching and surpassing USD 400 billion exports per year target and a 
GDP growth that will take us to becoming a USD 5 trillion economy, and beyond.  
 
The next 25 years are set to symbolise India’s golden growth phase. 



While India-UAE trade has also been impacted by the pandemic, it was valued close to USD 60 
billion in 2019-20 with UAE being India’s 3rd -largest trading partner, and UAE being India’s 2nd -
largest export destination after the US, with an export value of approximately USD 29 billion in 
2019-20.  
 
India to be a $5 trillion economy: Prime Minister had announced the target of a $5 trillion 
economy for India by 2024. This will make India the 3rd -largest economy in the world. 
 
The focus of plans will be on boosting services sector contribution to $ 3 trillion, manufacturing 
to $ 1 trillion and Agriculture to $ 1 trillion. 
 
According to Economic survey 2018-19, India’s high growth requirements of 8 % real GDP 
growth rate to become a USD 5 trillion economy by 2024-25 can only be sustained by 
a “virtuous cycle” of savings, investment and exports. 
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Why In News: Centre doubles incentive on sugar sacrificed for producing ethanol from October 
2021.  

With a view to encourage sugar mills to divert excess sugar 
cane / sugar to ethanol & to achieve targets of blending 
ethanol with petrol in line with Ethanol Blended with Petrol 
program, incentive on sugar sacrificed for producing 
ethanol from B-heavy molasses/sugarcane juice/sugar 
syrup/sugar has been doubled from October 2021. 

It is pertinent to mention here that in every sugar season (October-September), production of 
sugar is around 320-330 LMT as against the domestic consumption of 260 LMT which results in 
huge carry over stock of sugar with mills. 
 
This excess stock of 60 LMT also leads to blockage of funds & affects the liquidity of sugar mills 
resulting in accumulation of cane price arrears. 



Government in June, 2018 has introduced the concept of Minimum Selling Price (MSP) of sugar 
& fixed MSP of sugar at Rs. 29/ kg which was revised to Rs. 31/ kg w.e.f 14.02.2019. 
 
In previous sugar season 2020-21 against target of 60 LMT contracts of about 70 LMT have 
been signed, 67 LMT have been lifted from mills & more than 60 LMT has been exported till 
28.09.2021.  
 
Government has fixed target of 10% blending of fuel grade ethanol with petrol by 2022 & 20% 
blending by 2025. Capacity of grain based distilleries are presently about 258 cr. litres. 
 
In sugar season 2021-22, it is likely that about 35 LMT of excess sugar would be diverted to 
ethanol.  By 2025, it is targeted to divert 50-60 LMT of excess sugar to ethanol. 
 
With a view to increase the income of sugarcane farmers, Government has fixed Fair & 
Remunerative Price of sugarcane at Rs. 290/ qtl at 10% recovery for sugar season 2021-22, 
which is Rs. 5/ qtl higher than the current sugar season.  



The determination of FRP will be in the interest of sugarcane growers keeping in view their 
entitlement to a fair and remunerative price for their produce. 
 
The ‘Fair and Remunerative price’ of sugarcane is determined under Sugarcane (Control) Order, 
1966.  This will be uniformly applicable all over the country. 
 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by PM, has approved the Fair and 
Remunerative Price (FRP) of sugarcane payable by sugar mills. 
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Why In News: Since the announcement of Jal Jeevan Mission in August, 2019, in just about 25 
months, over 5 Crore families have been provided with tap water connection in their homes.  

Assured tap water supply in homes relieves people, especially 
women and young girls, from fetching water, carrying heavy 
loads at a distance, etc. thus, reducing their age-old drudgery.  
 
 In 2019, out of about 18.93 Crore households in rural areas, 
only 3.23 Crore (17%) had tap water connections. 

Thus, 15.70 Crore households are to be provided with tap water by 2024.  
 
The programme directly benefits more than 19 Crore rural families, bridging rural – urban 
divide and improving public health.  As on date, about 8.26 Crore (43%) rural households have 
tap water supply in their homes. 



The motto of Jal Jeevan Mission is that ‘no one is left out.’ Every rural household in 78 districts, 
and 1.16 lakh villages is getting tap water supply.  
 
Tap Water supply has been provided in 7.72 lakh (76%) schools and 7.48 lakh (67.5%) 
anganwadi centres. 
 
The Pani Samitis function as a legal entity as envisaged in the 73rd Amendment to the 
Constitution. It consists of 10-15 members with at least 50% women members and 
proportionate representation from weaker sections. 
 
Jal Jeevan Mission:  It was announced by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 15th August, 
2019. It envisages supply of 55 litres of water per person per day to every rural household 
through Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTC) by 2024. 
 
Funding Pattern: The fund sharing pattern between the Centre and states is 90:10 for 
Himalayan & North-Eastern States, 50:50 for other states, and 100% for Union Territories. 
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Why In News: DAY-NRLM dedicates 50,000 Women SHG members as Business Correspondents 
(BC) to celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.  

These Business Correspondents will provide doorstep 
services in every Gram Panchayat (GP).  
 
The initiative has been named as the “One GP one B C Sakhi” 
mission. It is proposed to deploy at least one B C Sakhi in the 
rural areas by the end of 2023-24. 

More than 50,000 SHG women who have been trained and certified as B C Sakhi are already 
providing services at the doorsteps in rural areas. 
 
To boost cashless/digital transactions amongst SHGs and their members, State Rural 
Livelihoods Missions (SRLMs) have been advised to coordinate with different banks including 
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs). 



96% of the women SHG members in the rural areas who have appeared for this examination 
have cleared it.  
 
More than 54000 Women SHG members have been trained and certified by Indian Institute of 
Banking and Finance (IIBF) as Business Correspondent so far.  
 
DAY–NRLM has also signed an MoU with CSC e-Governance India Ltd (an associate of Ministry 
of Information and Technology, Govt of India) to engage women SHG members as 'DigiPay 
Sakhi' to provide basic banking facilities in the rural areas. 
 
DAY- NRLM: Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission: It is a centrally 
sponsored programme, launched by the Ministry of Rural Development in June 2011. 
 
To eliminate rural poverty through the promotion of multiple livelihoods and improved access 
to financial services for the rural poor households across the country. To reach out to all rural 
poor households and impact their livelihoods. 



Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-NRLM) is a new name 
given to Aajeevika – NRLM in November 2015. 
 
NRLM has set out with an agenda to cover 7 Crore rural poor households, across 600 districts, 
6000 blocks, 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats and 6 lakh villages in the country through self-managed 
Self Help Groups (SHGs) and federated institutions and support them for livelihoods collectives 
in a period of 8-10 years. 
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